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Abstract

This paper reports on the roles and processes of regional collaboration activities in student education and
development at Osaka International University (OIU). Based on the founding spirit of “Zenjin (Whole-Person)
Education,” OIU promotes the “Three Pillars of the President’ s Policy” (Regional Collaboration, Study Abroad/
International Internships, and Extra-curricular Club Activities) as its core educational framework. The objective
of these pillars is to transcend the mere transmission of “formal knowledge” through the regular curriculum and
instead sublimate it into “practical wisdom” acquired through on-site experiences.

Regional collaboration at OIU is centrally managed by the Regional Collaboration Center, established in 2011,
and is systematically developed within a multi-layered network involving local governments, the police, private
enterprises, and international hubs such as Kansai International Airport. Through specific practical cases that
leverage the expertise of each faculty—such as “School Supporter” programs, “Junior High School Lunch Menu
Development,” and the “Kansai Airport Volunteers (AKV)” —students experience the social implementation of
professional knowledge.

In verifying the educational outcomes, this study analyzes how the process of “scaffolding” through preliminary
guidance by faculty and staff, combined with post-activity reflection, contributes to the improvement of students’
self-efficacy, meta-cognitive abilities, and non-cognitive skills, supported by qualitative analysis of “Student
Voices.” Finally, the paper outlines challenges for sustainability, such as activating the Volunteer Bank and

reducing the financial burden on students, while envisioning the future of the “Educational City.”
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Fig 1: OIU/OIC Regional Collaboration Ecosystem
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Fig 2: Participation Scale by Major Activities (20224)
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Fig 4: OIU/OIC Learning Process Model
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