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Aims of the School of Collaborative Regional Innovation, Ibaraki University
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Abstract

April 2024, Ibaraki University opened the School of Collaborative Regional Innovation, a small educational

organization (bachelor's program) with 40 students per year and the first new faculty established at Ibaraki

University in many years. The curriculum focuses on business, data science, and social entrepreneurship.

The reason for the establishment of this interdisciplinary educational institution is that the region is facing

a mountain of problems, such as vacant houses, shuttered cities, abandoned farmland, and labor shortages,

and solving these problems requires not only mastering a single academic system, but also interdisciplinary

learning, whether in the humanities or the sciences. One of the most distinctive features of our school is that

it incorporates into its curriculum Cooperative Education, in which students try out what they have learned at

the university while working for pay in local businesses and local governments in the region. The content of

the Cooperative Education is determined through discussions between the university and the host companies or

local governments. The aim of our school is to have practical human resources, who have learned through this

curriculum, create the future of the region together with local businesses and local governments.
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