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Significances and Challenges of University-Community Collaboration:
The Case of Community Collaboration Activities in Nakagawa Town, Hokkaido
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Abstract

This paper discussed the significance of university-community collaboration based on community collaboration

activities conducted by the authors, who were university faculty members, in Nakagawa Town from 2017 to

2019. The paper also examined the resulting challenges. Our findings suggest that young students’ visits to

the community provide the residents with a sense of fulfillment and enjoyment, sometimes compensated for

a shortage of human resources and expertise within the community, and lead to increased recognition of the

community as activities continue. Additionally, students and faculty gain practical education and research

opportunities through fieldwork, which benefits both the university and the community. However, some

challenges exist: in cases of collaboration with a region distant from the university, such as Nakagawa, the high

costs associated with fieldwork must be considered. Furthermore, if an exchange is interrupted, considerable

effort and time may be required to restore the relationship that had been established.
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