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Abstract

This paper discusses the nature of university-community collaboration, particularly in the formulation of
administrative plans, at a time when regional and community development by local governments is strongly
linked to collaboration with universities. As the object of analysis, the paper takes community welfare planning,
an important plan in the field of social welfare policy, and sets as the research questions, what do local
communities expect from universities and what role universities play in the process of formulating community
welfare plans. The results of a questionnaire survey and interviews conducted by the author were used in the
analysis.

The analysis revealed the practice of recognizing university students as residents and encouraging their
participation to add diversity to local opinions, the practice of trying to incorporate the diverse expertise of
university faculty members into local welfare planning, and the practice of assigning the role of coordinator
to universities and university faculty members to streamline the formulation of local welfare plans. Practices
were identified. The narratives of these practices indicated that university students are expected to represent
young people who provide new perspectives, and university faculty members are expected to coordinate diverse

opinions while utilizing their expertise.
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