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Abstract

This study focuses on the cultivation of "Kansei," a crucial human attribute for university-community
partnerships, from the theoretical perspective of ecological outdoor education.

Kuwako(2001) defines Kansei as "the ability to connect with a complex and dynamic environment" and "the
ability to grasp the correlation between the physical self and its environment." Based on this definition, we
examined the potential of outdoor education practices to foster Kansei. According to Kubo(2015), Kansei
is cultivated within the context of eco-systems. Therefore, we adopted an ecological perspective on outdoor
education, which prioritizes eco-systems, as a theoretical framework for fostering Kansei to promote
partnerships. Furthermore, by examining the theories of place by Tuan(1993), Relph(1999), and Gibson(1985),
we clarified the inseparable relationship between humans and places or community.

Building on these theoretical foundations, we propose that in the practice of outdoor education, which contributes
to university-community partnerships, it is important to introduce an ecological perspective in addition to a social
one and to cultivate the "empathetic Interiority" proposed by Maeda (2016).

At the same time, in the field of university-community partnership studies, it is necessary to understand the
importance of practical application, even in discussions that primarily deal with formal knowledge such as

systems theory and policy. Given the nature of dealing with communities, the application of an ecological

perspective is necessary.
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