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Abstract

This study examines the development and implementation of Regional Collaboration Studies at Waseda
University, focusing on the theoretical framework, educational programs, and the university’s role in regional
contribution. In response to critical challenges posed by depopulation and aging in Japan’s rural and local
communities, Waseda University launched an innovative entrance examination system in 2018, targeting students
committed to regional engagement. This initiative aligns with the university’s broader mission to contribute to
regional revitalization through interdisciplinary education and research.

The paper introduces the concept of Regional Collaboration Studies, defined as an interdisciplinary academic
field that elucidates the nature, dynamics, and functions of regional collaboration, informed by diverse scholarly
perspectives. The research highlights the establishment of structured educational programs, including lecture
courses and practical fieldwork, to cultivate students equipped with theoretical knowledge and hands-on skills for
addressing regional issues. Furthermore, it discusses the challenges in integrating theory and practice, fostering
stakeholder cooperation, and ensuring sustainable program outcomes.

By analyzing Waseda’s case, the study underscores the pivotal role universities play in addressing regional
challenges through knowledge dissemination, human resource development, and collaborative partnerships. This
paper contributes to the discourse on higher education’s potential to drive sustainable regional development and

proposes future directions for the evolution of Regional Collaboration Studies.
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